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MR.  CORWIN'S  REPORT. 


DELlVEliED  IN  THE  llbUSE  OF  KEPKESENTATIVES,  FEBRUARY  T,  ISGl. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  We  are  at  the  end  of  the  insane  revel  of  partizan 
Jiccnse  wliich,  for  thirtj^  jears,  has,  in  the  United  States,  worn 
the  mask  of  Government.  We  are  about  to  close  the  masquer- 
ade by  the  dance  of  death.  The  nations  of  the  world  look  anx- 
iously to  see  if  the  people,  ere  they  tread  that  measure,  will  come 
to  themselves. 

Yet,  in  the  early  youtli  of  our  national  life,  we  are  already  ex- 
hausted l)y  premature  excesses.  The  corruption  of  our  political 
maxims  has  relaxed  the  tone  of  public  morals,  and  degraded  the 
public  authorities  from  the  terror  to  the  accomplices  of  evil  doers. 
Flatfonn  for  fools — Plunder  for  thieves — Olfices  for  service — 
Power  for  ambition,  unity  in  these  essentials — Diversity  in  the 
immaterial  matters  of  policy  and  legislation — Charity  for  every 
frailty — The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God — these  max- 
ims have  sunk  into  the  public  mind — have  presided  at  the 
administration  of  public  aifairs,  have  almost  effaced  the  very 
idea  of  public  duty.  The  Government,  under  their  disastrous 
influence,  has  gradually  ceased  to  fertilize  the  fields  of  domes- 
tic and  useful  legislation,  and  pours  itself,  like  an  impetuous 
torrent,  along  the  barren  ravine  of  party  and  sectional  strife.  It 
has  been  shorn  of  every  prerogative  that  wore  the  austere  aspect 
of  authority  and  power.  The  President,  no  longer  preceded  by 
the  fasces  and  the  axe,  the  emblems  of  supreme  authority,  greets 
every  popular  clamor  with  wreathed  smiles  and  gracious  conde- 
scension, is  degraded  to  preside  in  the  Palace  of  the  Nation  over 
the  distribution  of  spoils  amongst  wrangling  victors,  dedicates  his 
great  powers  to  forge  or  find  arms  to  perpetuate  partizan  warfare 
at  the  expense  of  the  public  peace.  The  original  ideas  of  the  Con- 
stitution have  faded  from  men's  minds.  That  the  United  States 
is  a  Government  entitled  to  respect  and  command;  that  the 
Constitution  furnishes  a  remedy  for  every  grievance,  and  a  mode 
of  redress  for  everv  wron^c ;  that  the  States  are  limited  within 
their  spheres,  are  charged  with  no  duties  to  each  other,  and  bear 


no  relation  to  the  other  States  excepting  tlirough  their  common 
head,  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States ;  that  those  in  authori- 
ty, alone,  are  charged  with  power  to  repress  public  disorder  and 
compose  tlie  ])ul)lic  discontents;  restrain  the  conduct  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  States,  within  the  barriers  of  the  CoubtiUition — these 
salutary  principles  have  fa<led  from  the  popular  heart  with  the 
great  interests  which  the  Government  is  charged  to  protect,  and 
has  gradually  allowed  to  excape  from  its  grasp.  Congress  has 
ceased  to  jcgulate  commerce,  to  protect  domestic  industry,  to  en- 
courage our  commercial  marine,  to  regulate  the  currency,  to  pro- 
mote internal  commerce  by  internal  improvements — almost  every 
power  useful  to  the  people  in  its  exercise  has  been  denied  and 
abandoned,  or  so  limited  in  its  exercise  as  to  be  useless — its  whole 
activity  has  been  dedicated  to  ox]mnsion  abroad,  and  acquiring 
and  retaining  power  at  home  till  men  have  forgotten  that  the 
Union  is  a  blessing,  and  that  they  owe  to  the  United  States  allegi- 
ance paramount  to  that  of  their  respective  States. 

The  consequence  of  this  demoralization  is,  that  States,  without 
regard  to  the  Federal  Goyernment,  assume  to  stand  face  to  face 
and  wage  their  own  quarrels,  to  adjust  their  own  difficulties,  to 
impute  to  each  other  every  wrong,  to  insist  that  individual  States 
shall  remedy  every  grievance,  and  denouncing  their  failure  to  do 
BO,  as  cause  of  civil  war  between  the  States;  and  as  if  the  Consti- 
tution were  silent  and  dead  and  the  power  of  the  Union  utterly 
inadequate  to  keep  the  ]>eace  between  them.  Unconstitutional 
commissioners  flit  from  State  to  State,  or  assemble  at  the  National 
Capitol  to  counsel  peace  or  instigate  war.  Sir,  these  are  the 
causes  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  present  dangers.  These 
causes,  which  have  rendered  them  possible,  and  made  them  serious, 
must  be  removed  before  they  can  ever  be  permanently  cured. 
They  shake  the  fabric  of  our  N^ational  Government.  It  is  to  this 
fearful  demoralization  of  the  Government  and  the  people  that  we 
must  ascribe  the  disastrous  defections  wliich  now  perplex' us  with 
the  fear  of  change  in  all  that  constituted  our  greatness.  Tlie  oper- 
ation of  the  Government  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  great  pub- 
lic interests  in  order  that  competing  parties  might  not  be  embar- 
rassed in  the  struggle  for  ])ower  by  diversities  of  opinion  upon 
questions  of  policy  ;  and  the  public  mind,  in  that  struggle,  has 
been  exclusively  turned  on  the  slavery  question,  which  no  interest 
required  to  be  touched  by  any  department  of  this  Government. 
On  that  subject  there  are  widely  marked  diversities  of  o])inion 
and  interest  in  different  portions  of  the  Confederacy,  with  few 
mediating  influences  to  soften  the  collision.  In  the  struggle  for 
paj'ty  power,  the  two  great  regions  of  the  countiy  have  been 
brought  face  to  face  u]-»on  this  most  dangerous  of  all  sujects  of 
agitation.  The  authority  of  the  Government  was  relaxed  just 
.when  its  power  M'as  about  to  be  assailed,  and  the  people  eman- 
cipated from  every  control,  and  their  passions  inflamed  by  the 
fierce  struggle  for  the  Presidency,  were  the  easy  prey  of  revolu- 
tionary audacity. 

Within  two  months  after  a  formal,  peaceful,  regular  election  of 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  in  which  the  whole 


body  of  the  people  of  every  .  State  competed  with  zeal  for  the 
prize,  without  any  new  event  intervening,  without  any  new  griev- 
ances alleged,  without  any  new  menaces  having  been  made,  we 
have  seen,  in  the  short  course  of  one  month,  a  small  portion  of 
the  population  of  six  States  transcend  the  bounds,  at  a  single  leap, 
at  once  of  the  State  and  the  National  Constitutions,  usurp  the  ex- 
traordinltry  prerogative  of  repealing  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
exclude  the  great  mass  of  their  fellow-citizens  from  the  protection. 
of  the  Constitution,  declare  themselves  emancipated  from  the 
obligations  which  the  Constitution  pronounces  to  be  supreme 
over  them  and  over  their  laws,  arrogate  to  themselves  all  the  pre- 
rogatives of  independent  power,  rescind  tlie  acts  of  cession  of  the 
public  property,  occupy  the  public  offices,  seize  the  fortresses  of 
the  United  States  confided  to  the  faith  of  the  people  among  whom 
they  were  placed,  embezzle  the  public  arms  concentrated  there  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  States,  array  thousands  of  men  in  arms 
against  the  United  States,  and  actually  wage  war  on  the  Union  by 
beseiging  two  of  their  fortresses,  and  firing  on  a  vessel  bearing,  un- 
der the  flag  of  the  United  States,  reinforcements  and  provisions  to 
one  of  them.  The  very  boundaries  of  right  and  wrong  seem  ob- 
literated when  we  see  a  Cabinet  Minister,  deliberately  for  months, 
engaged  in  changing  the  distribution  of  public  arms  to  places  in 
the  hands  of  those  about  to  resist  the  public  authority,  so  as  to 
place  within  their  grasp  means  of  waging  war  against  the  United 
States  greater  than  they  ever  used  against  a  foreign  foe ;  and 
another  cabinet  minister,  still  holding  his  commission  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  still  a  confidential  adviser  of  the 
President,  still  bound  by  his  oath  to  suppoi't  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  himself  a  commissioner  from  his  own  State  to 
another  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and 
extending  another  part  of  the  same  great  scheme  of  rebellion ;  and 
the  doom  of  the  Republic  seems  sealed  when  the  President,  sur- 
rounded by  such  ministers,  permits,  without  rebuke,  the  Gov- 
ernment to  be  betrayed,  neglects  the  solemn  M^arning  of  the  first 
soldier  of  the. age,  till  almost  every  fort  is  a  prey  to  domestic 
treason,  and  accepts  assurances  of  peace  in  his  time  at  the  ex- 
pense of  leaving  the  national  honor  unguarded.  His  message 
gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  by  avowing 
his  inability  to  maintain  its  integrity;  and  paralyzed  and  stupi- 
fiedte  stands  amid  the  crash  of  the  falling  Ilepublic,  still  mutter- 
ing— not  in  my  time — not  in  my  time — after  me  the  deluge ! 

Sir,  history,  by  her  prophet  Tacitus,  has  drawn  his  character^-^ 
for  posterity — major  lyrivato  visus  dam  yrivatus  fuit  et  consensu 
ojunium  capax  imjyerii  nisi  imperasset.  Yes,  sir,  nisi  imfera^- 
€et^  James  Buchanan  might  have  ]>assed  to  the  grave  as  one  of 
the  men  of  the  Republic,  equal  to  every  station  he  filled,  and  not 
incompetent  for  the  highest.  The  acquisition  of  supreme  power 
has  revealed  his  incapacity,  and  crowns  him  with  the  unenviable 
honor  of  the  chief  destroyer  of  his  country's  greatness. 

We  have,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  day  to  deal  in  a  great  measure  with 
the  consequences  of  his  incapacity.  Persons  usurping  power  in 
eix  or  seven  States  have  thrown  off  their  allegiance  to  the  United 


States.  It  was  fondly  hoped  that  it  was  only  temporary,  possibly 
a  desperate  contrivance  to  restore  the  chief  actors  to  power,  but  we 
are  now  authoritatively  informed  by  the  response  of  South  Carolina, 
to  the  kindly  messenger  from  Virginia,  that  their  position  is  per- 
manently fixed,  that  they  desire  to  have,  and  will  have  no  further 
political  connection  with  the  United  States;  and  a  distinguished 
gentleman,  until  within  one  month  a  member  of  the  Cal>inet  of 
the  United  States,  recently  elected  Uresident  of  the  revolutionary 
convention  at  Montgomery,  has  informed  us  in  his  inaugural 
speech,  that  it  is  their  i)urpose  finally  to  sever  their  connection  with 
the  United  States,  and  to  take  all  the  consequences  of  organiz- 
ing an  independent  llepublic. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  ai'e  driven  to  one  of  two  alternatives;  we 
must  recognize,  what  we  have  been  told  more  than  once  upon 
this  floor  is  an  accomplished  fact — the  independence  of  the  rebel- 
lious States^or  we  must  refuse  to  acknowledge  it,  and  accept  all 
the  responsibilities  that  attach  to  that  refusal.  Eecognize  them ! 
abandon  the  gulf  and  coast  of  Mexico  ;  surrender  the  forts  of  the 
United  States;  yield  the  privilege  of  free  commerce  and  free  in- 
tercourse ;  strike  down  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitution  for  our 
fellow-citizens  in  all  that  wide  region  ;  create  a  thousand  miles  of 
interior  frontier  to  be  furnished  with  internal  custom-houses,  and 
armed  with  internal  forts,  themselves  to  be  a  prey  to  the  next  ca- 
jjrice  of  State  sovereignty  ;  organize  a  vast  standing  army,  ready, 
at  a  moment's  warning,  to  resist  aggression  ;  create  upon  our  south- 
ern boundary  a  perpetual  foothold  for  foi-eign  powders  whenever 
caprice,  ambition,  or  hostility  may  see  fit  to  invite  the  despot  of 
France  or  the  aggressive  power  of  England  to  attack  us  upon  our 
lindefended  frontier;  sever  that  unity  of  Territory  which  we  have 
spent  millions,  and  labored  through  three  generations  to  create 
and  establish ;  pull  down  the  liag  of  the  United  States  and  take  a 
bower  station  among  the  nations  of  the  earth;  abandon  the  high 
prerogative  of  leading  the  nuirch  of  freedom,  the  hope  of  strug- 
gling nationalities,  the  terror  of  frowning  tyrants,  the  boast  of  the 
world,  the  light  of  liberty — to  become  the  sport  and  prey  of  des- 
pots whose  thrones  we  consolidate  by  our  fall — to  be  greeted  by 
Mexico  with  the  salutation  :  Art  thou  also  become  weak  as  we? 
art  thou  become  like  unto  us  ? — this  is  recognition. 

Refuse  to  recognize  !  We  must  not  coerce  a  State  in  the  peace- 
ful process  of  secession.  We  must  not  coerce  a  State  engaged  in  the 
peaceful  process  of  firing  into  an  United  States  vessel  to  prevent 
the  reinforcement  of  an  United  States  fort.  We  must  not  coerce 
States  which,  without  any  declaration  of  war  or  any  act  of  lu>s- 
tility  of  any  kind,  have  united  as  have  Mississippi,  Florida,  and 
Louisiana,  their  joint  forces  to  seize  a  public  fortress.  We  must  not 
coerce  a  State  which  has  planted  cannon  upon  its  shores  to  pre- 
vent the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississi])pi.  We  must  not  coerce 
a  State  which  has  robbed  the  United  States  treasury.  This  is 
peaceful  secession !  1 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  design  to  quarrel  with  gentlemen  about 
words.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  one  word  which  will  exasperate  the 
already  too  much  inflamed  state  of  the  public  mind ;  but  1  say 


that  tlic  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  must  be  enforced  ;  and  they  who  stand  across 
the  ]jath  of  that  enforcement,  must  either  destroy  the  power  of 
tlie  United  States  or  it  Avill  destroy  them.  (Loud  apphauso  in  the 
galleries.)  I  trust  in  God  that  any  snch  collision  is  years,  centu- 
ries, yea,  thousands  of  years  off.  I  see  no  necessity  for  it.  I  think 
it  may  be  avoided  by  prudent  administration,  till  the  people  shall 
come  to  themselves.  But  the  laws  of  the  United  States  provide 
their  own  method  of  enforcement,  and  when  they  are  enforced, 
those  who  resist  must  take  the  consequences. 

I  think  the  revenues  may  be  collected  in  disaifected  ports,  on 
board  United  States  ships.  I  think  the  laws  of  commerce  may  be 
enforced  by  allowing  no  vessel  to  pass  out  unless  she  iuis  papers  of 
the  United  States  on  board.  The  postal  routes  and  arrangements 
may  be  sustained  or  suspended,  as  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  localities  may  require. 
The  courts  of  justice,  if  needs  be,  may  be  supported  as  they 
were  in  Utah ;  or  we  may  remove  the  courts,  extend  the  districts 
over  several  States,  and  locate  the  courts  in  States  which  are  not 
disturbed.  These  are  the  regular  peaceful  methods  of  enforcing 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  These  methods,  if  pursued,  will 
allow  time1T)r  reflection — cooling  time  to  the  people  excited  by  a 
tierce  political  canvass,  and  surprised  on  a  sudden  unprepared, 
by  revolutionary  contrivances  prepared  beforehand.  We  can 
await  the  inevitable  time  of  division,  discord,  and  resistance  to 
taxation  and  military  exactions. 

But  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  vested  by  the  Consti- 
tution with  adequate  power  to  meet  every  emergency.  It  is  requir- 
ed to  guarantee  a  republican  form  of  Government  to  everj^  State. 
A  government  whose  executive  legislature  and  judicial  officers  are 
not  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  mere 
usurpation,  and  not  a  republican  Government.  It  will  n&ver  be 
recognized  for  any  purpose.  If  the  loyal  citizens  of  any  State, 
whose  authorities  have  usurped  the  prerogative  of  re})ealing 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  shall  see  fit  to  organize  for 
themselves  a  government,  the  President  can  recognize  them,  and 
the  President  can  support  them.  Among  the  powers  granted  by 
the  Constitution,  is  the  power  to  suppress  insurrection ;  it  does 
not  except  insurrections  ordered  by  State  authority,  and  they  will 
be  suppressed  as  promptly  as  others.  The  Constitution  authorizes 
Congress  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  enforce  the 
laws,  and  it  makes  no  exception  of  those  laws  which  a  State  may 
see  fit  to  oppose  ;  and  if  to  the  regular  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  armed  resistance  shall  be  made,  the  Govern- 
ment has  authority  to  disperse  those  who  oppose  the  enforce- 
ment. The  Constitution  forbids  any  State  to  keep  troops  or 
ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace ;  and  if  troops  be  organized  by 
any  State,  the  United  States  have  power  to  require  them  to  be 
disbanded,  and  to  disperse  them  if  they  be  not  disbanded.  If 
ships  of  war  shall  be  built,  they  have  a  right,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, to  require  them  to  be  disposed  of,  or,  if  that  be  refused, 
they  may  sink  them.     Whether  that  shall  be  done,  is  a  matter  of 


\ 


discretion.  If  States  levy  troops  and  attack  no  one,  the  United 
States  may  well  let  them  eat  their  own  heads  off.  Tlie  cost  will 
soon  disperse  them.  But  if  they  assail  the  United  States,  or 
other  States,  or  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  disaf- 
fected State,  then  the  bhune  of  collision  rests  on  those  who  compell- 
ed the  United  States  to  resistance.  In  this  manner,  without  any- 
thing like  war  npon  States,  without  any  attempt  to  do  damage 
to  any  citizens,  cxce})ting  those  wdio  may  have  arrayed  themselves 
in  arms  against  the  United  States,  the  Government  can  vindi- 
cate its  antliority  and  maintain  its  power.  This  is  not  war.  The 
Coustituti-on  calls  it  enforcing  the  laws.  It  is  no  more  war  than 
arresting  a  crinjinal  is  war.  It  is  supporting  the  civil  power  by 
the  military  arm,  against  unlawful  combinations  too  powerful  to 
be  otherwise  dealt  with.  The  guilt  of  the  actors  is  not  extenu- 
ated by  State  authority,  still  less  bj^  that  of  the  revolutionary  con- 
ventions. Jjy  their  sanction  they  become  participators  in  the 
guilt,  and  liable  to  the  punishment  of  the  armed  actors.  War 
is  the  struggle  between  two  powers  to  do  each  other  the  greatest 
possible  harm,  subject  only  to  international  law.  But  when  the 
United  States  suppress  an  insurrection,  or  enforce  the  laws,  they 
harm  only  those  actually  resisting,  and  them  only  so  far  as  to 
remove  their  resistance  to  the  civil  arm.  Its  end  is  tJteir  disper- 
sion. The  United  States  carry  the  Constitution  before  their  arms  ; 
its  provisions  hedge  in  their  bayonets;  and  every  w^eapon  sinks 
when  its  authority  is  admitted.  Conquest  in  m'Slv  is  absolute  des- 
potism ;  the  triumph  of  the  United  States  is  the  restoration  of 
constitutional  liberty. 

But,  Mr.  Sp)eaker,  the  marvel  still  remains  to  be  explained :  how 
it  is,  that,  in  this  free  Ive])ublican  land,  over  so  wide  a  region  of 
country,  people  hitherto  loyal  to  the  United  States,  have  so  sud- 
denly taken  such  strange  and  revolutionary  courses. 

First,  sir,  it  is  because  there  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  a  revo- 
lutionary faction  in  many  of  them,  disguised  by  being  mingled 
in  the  ranks  of  a  great  political  party,  but  always  working  to  ac- 
complish its  treasonable  purposes. 

It  is  because  of  the  tenacity  with  which  defeated  politicians — 
EOt  revolutionists,  but  acting  with  them — cling  to  power,  deter- 
mined to  rule  or  to  ruin  the  Government. 

They  have  the  power  to  bring  these  great  disasters  upon  the  coun- 
try only  because  the  popular  mind  has  been  aroused  and  -excited 
by  fierce  discussions  upon  the  topic  of  slavery,  on  which  the  south- 
ern people  are  so  justly  sensitive.  By  the  grossest  misre|>resent- 
ations  of  the  purposes  of  the  great  body  of  the  northern  people, 
by  perpetual  and  reiterated  misrepresentation  and  exaggeration 
of  their  feelings,  a  hostile  state  of  feeling  has  been  created 
throughout  a  great  portion,  if  not  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
South,  which  borders  upon  revolution  itself.  A  state  ,of  fear,  an 
undefined  dread,  a  sense  of  insecurity,  has  been  inspired  by  the 
course  of  the  political  canvass  in  the  South.  The  mischief  has 
been  done  at  home.  The  mischief  has  been  done  by  the  violent 
struggles  of  parties  for  supremacy.  Both  have  striven  each  to 
blacken  their  common  opponents  at  the  ISTorth,  by  imputing  to 


them  opinions  and<4)nrposes  which  both  execrate;  and  one  has  im- 
puted syni})athy  witli  the  same  ojiinions  to  tlieir  political  o]»])onents 
at  the  Soutli.  Whatever  disturl>anc«  exist*  thci-e,  the  gi'eat,  the 
main,  the  substantial  cause  of  it  is  not  the  conduct  of  the  people  of 
the  free  States,  but  the  conduct  of  the  political  canvass  at  the  South, 
the  course  of  the  debate  by  southern  gentlemen  in  this  House, 
the  mode  in  which  they  have,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  exag- 
gerated and  blackened  the  purposes  of  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and  ha.bitually  circulated  at  home  imiiammatory 
speeches  of  certain  northern  gentlemen,  which,  I  submit,  they 
ought  to  have  known  did  not  represent  the  feelings  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  of  the  North,  however  well  they  may  I'epre- 
sent  that  small  faction  called  there  "Abolitionists."  I  say,  that  is 
the  real,  the  chief,  the  exciting  cause  of  the  existing  distrubances; 
and,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  without  constitutional  amendments,  or 
the  passage  of  one  law,  if  gentlemen  will  only  remove  the  impres- 
sion that  they  have  erroneously  left  upon  their  people's  minds, 
if  they  will  only  go  and  say  to  them  what  they  have  heard  said 
'  again  and  again  on  this  floor  by  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  by  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Coewin,)  so  often  and  by  so  many  of  his 
colleagues  upon  this  floor,  and  what  is  now  said  still  more  for- 
mally by  the  resolutions  adopted  by  Republican  votes  in  the  com- 
mittee of  thirty-three,  and  reported  by  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  tlmt  there  exists  no  purpose,  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
disturb  or  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  institution  of  slavery 
within  the  States,  and  that  the  only  question  is,  M'hether  it  shall 
go  into  the  poor,  miserable,  worthless  Territory  of  New  Mexico 
or  not ;  if  they  will  go  and  tell  the  people  that,  there  would  be 
peace  and  quiet  throughout  the  whole  South  within  a  month  after 
they  made  the  explanation.  But,  sir,  from  the  course  of  debate 
in  this  House,  I  have  small  liope  of  that  natural,  prompt,  and 
honest  remedy.     They  who  profit  by  the  error  will  not  correct  it. 

A  committee  has  been  raised  charged  with  devising  such  meas- 
ures as  will  at  once  assuage  the  existing  discontents,  avoid  the 
occasions  of  future  irritation,  and  tender  such  guarantees  to  the 
sensitive  interests  of  the  South  as,  in  the  absence  of  those  just 
recantations  by  politicians  of  the  South,  will  still  give  peace, 
quiet,  and  security  to  the  southern  people.  I  desire,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  lay  before  the  House,  in  as  plain  and  brief  a  manner  as  I  can, 
the  results  to  wdiich  the  committee  charged  with  that  duty  have 
come;  to  cjmpare  the  remedies  that  the  majority  and  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  respectively  propose,  and  to  contrast  the 
complaints  and  the  remediec  of  the  minority  with  themselves. 

The  first  cause  of  irritation  is  the  personal  liberty  bills.  Both 
portions  of  the  committee  propose  a  recommendation  that  they 
shall  be  repealed.  The  votes  of  the  committee  and  of  the  House 
on  that  subject  ought  to  remove  every  trace  of  dissatisfaction  or 
suspicion. 

Great  irritation  has  grown  out  of  the  obstructions  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from  service.  The  repeal 
of  those  bills  ought  to  be  accompanied  by  an  amendment  of  that  law. 
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The  minority  of  the  committee,  headed  by  the  gentleman  from  Lou- 
isiana, (Mr.  Taylor,)  who  took  his  leave  of  us  the  other  day,  pro- 
pose on  tliat  snl)jecl!lhn  amendment  of  tlie  Constitution,  requiring 
that  Avhcn  fngititives  are  rescued  by  vic^lence,  the  United  States 
shall  pay  the  value  to  their  owner,  and  have  the  privilege  of 
suing  the  county  or  district  permitting  the  rescue  for  the  amount. 
Sir,  tliis  is  to  perpetuate,  and  not  to  close  the  slavery  controversy. 
The  only  etfect  of  the  adojftion  of  snch  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  would  be  to  nuike  this  Hall  every  session,  on  every 
bill  to  pay  for  negroes  rescued,  the  scene  of  fierce  strife  upon  the 
very  subject  of  slavery.  Another  objection  is  etjually  fatal.  It 
brings  the  United  States  into  direct  collision  with  an  organized 
political  division  of  a  State,  which  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  most  carefully  devised  to  avoid.  Tlie  right  of  action 
against  a  county  for  so  harsh  a  cause  could  scarcely  be  enforced 
by  any  process  known  to  the  law.  Success  would  itself  cause 
great  discontent  among  large  masses  of  people;  and  resistance  to 
their  execution  could  only  be  removed  by  armed  force.  In  other 
words,  the  amendment  prepared  by  the  minority  of  the  commit-* 
tee  would  plunge  us  here  into  tlie  perpetual  discussion  of  the 
slavery  question,  and  would  require  the  Government  to  enforce 
against  communities,  numerous,  and  powerful,  and  innocent  res- 
ponsibilities for  acts  which  they  have  not  done,  but  have  only 
failed  to  prevent.  The  bill  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  very  dilferent  in  its  purposes  and  in  its' policy.  It  as- 
sumes that  the  law  for  the  rendition  of  fnoitive  slaves  ouMit  to 
be  so  modified  as  not  to  give  cause  or  pretext  for  the  fears  which 
it  has  occasioned  at  the  North,  and  then  when  that  exciting 
cause  of  discontent  is  removed,  the  law  can  be  executed.  The 
danger  which  the  northern  people  feel  is  that  their  own  free  res- 
ident colored  peo])le  may,  under  summary  process,  be  arrested, 
carried  ofl",  and  sold  into  slavery.^  The  law  of  1850  provides  no 
remedy  for  cases  of  that  sort.  We  propose  that  where  tliei-e  is  a 
claim  of  freedom,  the  negro  shall  be  surrendered  to  the  Marshal 
of  the  United  States,  and  carried  back  to  the  slave  State  from 
which  he  is  ascertained  to  have  come,  and  there  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  a  trial  before  a  court  of  the  United  States  in  that 
State.  A  trial  there  cannot  be  objected  to  by  southern  gentle- 
men ;  northern  gentlemen  ought  to  be  satisfied  that  his  claim  to 
freedom,  brought  in  a  formal  and  public  manner  before  a  judicial 
tfibunal  of  the  United  States,  will  be  decided  according  to  its 
merits.  Surely  no  one  can 'hesitate  between  the  cumbersome  and 
anomalous  plan  of  the  minority,  and  the  simple  and  just  bill  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  next  subject  is  that  of  the  Territories.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
certainly  marvelous  that,  having  settled  this  very  question  touch- 
ing this  very  territory  by  Mr.  Clay's  acts  in  1850,  and  no  inter- 
mediate law  having  been  passed  by  anybody  excepting  the  law 
of  1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise,  so  as  to  allow  slavery 
to  north  of  the  line  of  36°  30',  the  South  having  boasted-  of  the 
laws  of  1850  as  their  triumph,  and  every  party  in  the  country 
having  pledged  itself  to  stand  by  them,  it  is  of  all  things  most 


stranfTO  that  we  arc  now  told  that  this  Union  cannot  endure  unless 
those  Laws  themselves  are  repealed  ;  and  the  very  principle  of  the 
Missouri  compromise,  so  far  as  it  was  objected  to  l)y  the  South, 
that  is,  the  exclusion  of  slavery  heyond  the  line,  which  they  de- 
nounced as  unequal,  shall  be  not  only  restored,  but  engrafted 
forever  on  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States !  It  was  de- 
nounced and  branded  by  southern  men  all  through  the  debate 
which  resulted  in  its  repeal  as  a  badge  of  inferiority,  a  mark  of 
inequality,  a  stain  of  dishonor  to  the  South.  And  now  they 
demand  that  it  shall  be  restored,  not  by  a  temporary  act  of 
legislation,  but  by  the  sanction  of  the  people  in  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  A  more  flagrant,  inexplicable,  unintelligible 
case  of  capricious  inconsistency  is  unknown  to  history.  But, 
sIf,  the  gentlemen  who  assume  to  speak  for  the  South  have 
changed  their  notions  of  equality  and  honor,  and  of  course  the 
world  must  change  too.  The  proposal  is  made  on  the  part  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  that  there  shall  be  a  division  of  territory, 
and  that  all  the  region  north  of  36°  30'  shall  be  dedicated  ito 
freedom,  and  in  all  the  region  south,  to  Cape  Horn,  slavery  of 
the  African  race  is  '■''herehy  recognised  as  exis'Ang'''' — existing  over 
the  whole  of  Mexico — over  all  the  regions  of  Central  America, 
skipping  Brazil,  I  suppose,  where  slavery  already  exists,  and 
going  down  to  the  extremest  regions  of  South  America  by  virtue 
of  our  Constitution.  Kow,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentlemen  who 
proposed  that  ought  to  know  something  of  the  history  of  the 
last  few  years,  at  least;  and  if  there  is  one  thing  which  ought  to 
be  understood  as  absolutely  impossible,  it  is  ever  to  get  a  law 
through  this  House,  or  even  through  the  Senate,  by  a  simple 
majority,  establishing  slavery  in  any  inch  of  territory  where  it 
does  not  already  exist.  Be  it  right  or  be  it  wrong,  be  it  liberal  or 
be  it  illi1)eral,  every  gentleman  here  must  know  that  that  is  one 
of  the  things  which  are  impossible.  But  in  what  method  do 
the  gentlemen  of  the  minority  propose  to  do  this?  By  a  consti- 
tutional amendment,  requiring  two-thirds  of  this  House— where 
it  could  not  get  one  third — and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate ;  and 
when  it  has  gone  through  these  impossible  ordeals,  it  has  to  go 
before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  get,  not  7\ot  tivo-t/iirds, 
but  three- fourths  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States.  Scale 
the  heavens,  if  you  please,  without  wings;  pass  the  abyss  which 
divides  Heaven  from  Hell,  but  do  not  talk  about  a  thing  like  this. 
And  what,  in  the  meantime,  Mr.  Speaker?  Agitation,  violence, 
recrimination,  not  merely  on  the  question  of  the  yolicy  of  sla- 
very, but  compelling  the  northern  people,  whether  they  will  or 
not,  to  go  into  the  very  question  of  its  merits^  moral  and  religious, 
not  leaving  them  where  they  are  willing  to  leave  you — as  they 
have  said  over  and  over  again — within  the  impassible  barriers 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  made  tenfold  higher 
and  tenfold  stronger  by  the  provision  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Adams,) — but  asking  the  people  of  the  North 
to  declare  that  they  have  been  hypocritical  in  their  opinions 
that  African  slavery  is  not  merely  impolitic,  but  immoral,  a  thing 
which  they  ought  not  to  sanction — to  reverse  all  their  judgment 
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on  that  subject,  and  themselves  engraft  in  tlie  Constitution  a 
doctrine  which  you  accuse  them  of  hating  so  eternally,  that 
they  are  struggling  to  destroy  it  illegally  and  unconstitulionally. 
You  ask  them  to  save  and  protect  that  very  thing  which,  for 
two  years  past,  you  have  stood  here  and  denounced  them  for  in- 
tending to  destrcy;  by  exciting  servile  war;  by  insidious  ap- 
peals to  the  non-slaveholding  M'hitc  people  of  the  South  ;  by  the 
hands  of  such  incendiaries  as  John  Brown,  In  the  most  of  these 
appeals,  while  their  echo  is  still  ringing  in  my  ears,  while  I  have 
before  me  the  scenes  that  I  witnessed  last  year  on  that  side  of  the* 
House,  when  men,  raging  and  furious  as  the  revolutionary  assem- 
blies in  France,  hurled  the  epithets  "traitor"  and  "incendiary" 
against  their  equals  from  the  free  States  thick  as  arrows  in  a 
Parthian  battle-tield,  gentlemen  now  ask  those  very  men,  to  whom 
such  opinions  have  been  imputed,  to  turn  r()und  and  forget  all, 
and,  as  honest  men,  conciliatory  men,  wise  men,  do  the  very  thing 
which  they  have  told  you  for  the  last  eighty  years  they  could  not, 
in  their  consciences,  do. 

Yerj'-  different  is  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  Territory  that 
has  been  fallen  upon  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  anxious 
to  remove  the  pretext  for  contention  and  striving  as  far  as  they 
could  to  avoid  the  difficulties  in  the  plan  demanded  of  them,  and 
that  in  no  conciliatory  tone,  but  with  the  air  of  dictating  an  ulti- 
matum !  They  propose  this.  All  the  territory  now  held  by  the 
United  States  south  of  36°  30'  is  the  territory  of  JSTew  Mexico  ex- 
tending a  little  north  of  it.  In  that  Territory,  under  the  law  of 
1850  which  is  now  so  fiercely  assailed,  the  people  within  one  year 
have  themselves  adopted-  a  slave  code  as  rigorous  as  any  in  ex- 
istence in  any  of  the  southern  States.  The  law  of  1850  secured 
to  that  people  the  right  to  admission  into  the  Union  with  or  with- 
out slavery  as  their  constitution  might  provide.  With  eminent 
liberality,  in  mere  execution  and  not  in  repeal  of  that  law,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  whose  position  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  all  the  world  knows,  as  if  to  put  forever  to 
silence  imputations  of  an 3"  design  in  any  portion  of  the  northern 
people  to  invade  the  rights  of  the  South,  comes  forward  now  and 
proposes  to  pass  a  law  creating  I^ew  Mexico  a  State.  If  it  see 
tit  to  adopt  slavery,  then  it  will  be  a  slave  State.  If  it  see  fit 
to  forbid  it,  then  it  will  be  a  free  State.  In  either  event  it 
removes  the  sul)ject  of  controversy.  In  either  event  it  pi'its  it 
beyond  the  power  of  any  one  to  touch  this  domestic  institution, 
by  Constitutional  guarantees  as  irrepealable,  as  unchangeable, 
as  the  minority  demand.  That  would  remove  the  controversy 
from  Congress,  not  by  a  compromise,  but  by  removing  the  whole 
subject  from  Congress  and  the  people  forever  by  a  simple  majority 
of  this  House  and  of  the  other  House,  and  the  signature  of  the 
President,  leaving  the  whole  subject  in  conti'oversy  to  be  decided, 
as  southern  gentlemen  must  see  it  must  ultimately  be  decided, 
by  the  Constitution.of  New  Mexico.  If  I  am  correctly  informed 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  so  honorably  represented  that  Terri- 
tory here,  the  people  are  likely  to  require  a  decision  themselves 
within  a  year ;  proceedings  are  now  pending  before  the  Legisla- 
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ture  for  the  purpose  of  asking-  tlicir  recognition.  I  iisk,  therefore, 
■whether  it  is  not  wise,  before  we  have  still  further  revolutionary 
complications  forced  upon  us,  to  tell  them  at  once  to  form  their 
constitution  and  thus  take  away  the  suljject  of  the  controversy  now 
and  forever.  With  regard  to  the  other  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory, northern  gentlemen  ask  no  exclusion  of  slavery  by  law  or 
constitution.  The  perpetual  imputation  is  that  they  are  for  pro- 
hibition everywhere.  South  Carolina  has  elevated  that  to  a  chief 
place  in  her  travesty  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Dur- 
ing the  two  months  that  we  have  been  here,  no  gentleman  heard 
such  a  thing  urged  as  a  proposal  to  exclude  slavery  from  the 
northern  portion  of  the  territory.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  the 
Senate,  by  a  Republican  majority,  has,  within  the  last  two  days, 
passed  a  bill  organizing  the  western  portion  of  Kansas  as  a  terri- 
tory, and  there  is  not  one  word  in  it  on  the  subject  of  slaver}^,  so 
that  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is  to 
place  the  slavery  question  beyond  the  possible  reach  of  Congress 
south  of  36"^  30',  and  in  the  residue  to  leave  it  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law.  lie  says :  "  AVe  all  agree  as  to  what  that  law  is. 
We  will  not  attempt  to  change  it  by  legislation.  And  as  you  de- 
sire the  sovithcrn  portion  of  it  set  apart  for  your  patrimony,  in 
God's  name  take  it  and  let  us  be  at  peace."  Any  man  who  is  not 
wholly  blind  to  the  great  interests  at  stake,  would  ac'cept  such  an 
ofter  as  that  as  an  eternal  adjustment,  not  only  in  spirit,  but  in 
fact,  of  this  whole  controversy.  After  that,  no  imputation  of  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  ]*s^urth  to  interfere  with  slavery  ought 
to  pass  southern  lips. 

Sir,  I  know  that  these  propositions  v/ill  be  received  with  a 
shrug  of  the  shoulders,  and  a  suggestion  that  they  are  not  satis- 
factory, by  gentlemen  of  the  South.  But,  sir,  I  tell  them  tliat  if 
they  do  not  satisfy  them,  they  will  satisfy  the  j^eople  ^'  and  that 
they  will  find  out  before  they  are  many  months  older.  The  great 
State  of  Virginia  has  told  them  within  the  last  three  days  that 
the  heart  of  the  people  of  the  commonwealth  still  beats  true  to 
this  Union  ;  and  though  they  may  for  a  moment  be  deluded,  they 
cannot  be  forced  into  revolutionary  violence  for  the  difference 
between  the  measures  of  the  majority  and  the  minority  of  the 
■  committee. 

If  their  representatives  here,  or  at  Kichmond,  or  in  their  un- 
constitutional convention,  called  for  unconstitutional  purposes, 
shall,  after  the  adoption  of  these  proposals,  venture  to  advise  re- 
sort to  revolution,  they  will  speak  to  deaf  ears  and  hard  hearts. 
I  do  not  envy  tlie  lot  of  any  one  who  advocates  an  ordinance  of 
secession  on  such  grounds.  I  think  he  will  meet  with  small  favor 
who,  rather  than  create  New  Mexico  a  State,  presents  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Virginia  the  awful  alternative  of  tearing  down  the  fabric 
built  up  by  our  fathers,  of  making  war  upon  their  northern 
brethren,  of  blotting  out  the  great  memories  of  the  ]^ast,  of 
striking  out  their  star  from  the  galaxy  of  this  great  Confederacy, 
formed  under  the  auspices  of  Washington,  to  become  the  small 
sun  of  a  secondary  constellation,  dependent  on  the  caprice  of 
greater  powers  for  justice  and  safety.     I  am  under  no  delusion 
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about  the  meanings  of  the  vote  in  Virginia.  I  think  the  faihire 
of  tlicse  measures  will  create  serious  disappointment,  and  gravely 
aggravate  existing  discontents;  but  I  am  contident  tliat,  however 
politicians  may  regard  them,  they  will  be  hailed  with  delight  by 
the  great  mass  of  \\m  jx^ople  of  Vii'ginia,  as  well  as  of  the  otlier 
central  slave  States,  and  will  strip  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  of  all  power  for  miscliief. 

But,  sir,  there  is  one  State  I  can  speak  for,  and  that  is  the  State 
of  Maryland.  (Applause  in  the  galleries.)  Confident  in  the 
strength  of  this  great  Government  to  protect  every  interest,  grate- 
ful for  almost  a  century  of  unalloyed  blessings,  she  has  fomented 
no  agitation ;  she  has  done  no  act  to  disturb  the  public  peace ; 
she  has  rested  in  the  consciousness  that,  if  there  be  wrong,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  remedy  it ;  and  that  none  ex- 
ists which  revolution  would  not  aggravate. 

]\[r.  Speaker,  I  represent  here  the  fourth  congressional  district 
of  Maryland  only ;  but  though  I  am  not  elected  by  the  State  of 
Maryland,  I  am  entitled  to  speak  here,  and  I  will  speak  lohat  I 
Icnow  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  (Applause 
on  the  floor  and  in  the  galleries.) 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  here  this  day  to  speak,  and  I  say  that  I  do 

speak  for  the  peojyle  of  Maryland,  who  are  loyal  to  the  United 

States;  and  that  when  ray  judgment  is  contested,  I  appeal  to  the 

^peojile  for  its  accuracy,  and  I  am  ready  to  maintain  it  before 

them.     (Great  applause.) 

In  Maryland  we  are  dull  and  cannot  comprehend  the  right  of 
secession.  AV^e  do  not  recognize  the  right  to  make  a  revolution 
by  a  vote.  AVe  do  not  recognize  the  right  of  Maryland  to  repeal 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  if  any  convention  there, 
called  by  whatever  authority,  under  whatever  auspices,  undertake 
to  inaugurate  revolution  in  Maryland,  their  authority  will  be  re- 
sisted and  defied  in  arms  on  the  soil  of  Maryland,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

A  majority  have  no  more  right  than  a  minority.  The  right  of 
a  majority  is  a  constitutional,  not  a  natural  right.  For  the  du- 
struction  of  the  Constitution,  they  can  have  no  right.  The  v/hole 
mass  of  the  nation  alone  has  the  right  to  alter  the  fundamental 
law,  by  common  consent.  The  right  of  resistance  to  o^jpression 
attaches  to  the  oppressed,  whether  a  majority  or  a  minority  of  a 
state,  a  country,  or  a  nation,  and  success  vindicates  the  right.  The 
assumption  of  the  revolutionary  bodies  to  bind  the  people  of  a 
State  by  the  formalities  of  a  vote,  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  impotent; 
their  law  directing  the  vote  is  a  nullity  ;  and  the  result  expresses 
the  will  only  of  those  who  concur  in  it.  If  by  the  usurpation 
they  can  beat  down  domestic  opposition,  and  defy  the  United 
States,  they  vindicate  their  right  by  power;  if  they  fail,  they  pay 
the  penalty  of  failur^.  A\^e,  in  Maryland,  will  submit  to  no  at- 
tempt of  a  minority  or  a  majority  to  drag  us  from  under  the  flag 
of  the  Union.  The  committee  of  thirt\^-three  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  proposed  restrictions  on  the  change  of  certain  articles 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  '''-^   . 

The  minority  propose  to  prohibit  by  amendment,  the  abolition  of 
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slavery  in  the  forts,  dock-yards  and  pistrict  of  ColumLia,  and  of 
the  shive  trade  between  the  slave  States ;  and  to  make  those  pro- 
hibitions, and,  also,  tlie  article  touching  the  ratio  of  represen- 
tation and  fugitives  from  labor,  unchangeable. 

But  no  party  from  any  quarter  now  proposes  to  touch  them; 
and  tlie  coinniittee  thought  a  simple  declaration  of  that  fact  more 
satisfactory  and  prudoTit,  than  to  open  tlie  agitation  by  asking 
three-fourths  of  the  Stales  to  agree  not  to  do  what  no  one  proposes 
to  do.  Those  topics  are  agitated  not  at  the  North,  but  at  the 
South,  and  merely  for  political  effect. 

But  the  question  of  the  immunity  of  slavery  in  the  States  is 
very  ditferent.  It  exists  by  State  autliority.  When  established, 
the  Constitution  guarantees  it.  And  tlie  impression  having  been 
studiously  made  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  that  the  North  design  at  some  future  time  to  destroy  sla- 
very, the  majority  of  the  committee  propose  to  quiet  forever  that 
apprehension,  and  anew  to  consecrate  the  principle  of  State  rights, 
in  internal  matters,  by  forbidding  any  change  in  the  Constitution 
affecting  slavery  in  the  States. 

That  guaranty,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  Adams,)  in  my  judgment,  is  more  ample  and  more  satis- 
factory than  the  corresponding  proposition  offered  by  the  minority. 
They  propose  that  no  alteration  of  the  Constitution  shall  be  made 
authorizing  Congress  to  abolish  slavery.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is,  that  there  shall  be  no  amend- 
ment affecting  the  relation  of  persons  held  to  labor  within  a  State 
at  all,  whether  directly  through  the  Constitution,  or  indirectly 
through  the  Congress,  unless  by  the  consent  of  all  the  States,  and 
upon  motion  of  a  slave  State.  So  that,  with  extreme  astuteness 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  guards 
against  that  which  is  really  our  greatest  evil,  the  beginning  of 
agitation  for  the  purpose  of  yar3'ing  the  Constitution  in  this  re- 
sj^ect.  The  motion  can  only  be  made  by  a  slave  State.  Is  o  free 
State  can  ever  open  tlie  question -of  the  repeal,  or  change  of  that 
article  of  the  Constitution.  I  submit,  therefore,  that  the  report 
of  the  majority,  in  that  respect,Js  far  more  satisfactory  tlian  that 
■of  the  minority. 

The  failure  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice,  when  the  crime 
is  connected  with  slavery,  lias  been  a  topic  of  endless  crimination. 
The  report  of  the  minority  refers  to  the  complaint.  But,  not  only 
does  it  propose  no  remedy,  but  actually  passes  in  silence  the  very 
important  bill  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  effectually  end- 
ing the  controversy  by  transferring  from  the  executive  of  the  State 
to  the  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  the  power  and  duty  of  making 
the  surrender.  This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction — resuming  by 
the  United  States  the  right  to  administer  its  own  laws,  and  free- 
ing itself  from  all  dependence  on  State  officers  whom  it  cannot 
control. 

There  are,  Mr.  Spcalier,  other  complaints  mentioned  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  for  which  they  have  proposed  no 
remedy.  We  have  seen  what  remedies  they  propose.  And  they 
think  the  adoption  of  their  propositions  ought  to  give  peace  and 
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quiet  to  tlie  country.  Yet,  there  are  other  topics  treated  in  their 
report  quite  as  significant  as  tliose;  other  grounds  of  discontent  and 
appreliension,  for  wliich  the  niiiKn-ity  have  proposed  no  remedy, 
against  -whicli  they  ask  no  guarantee.  Tiie  causes  of  comphiint 
left  without  redress  are  vastly  more  important  than  those  cover- 
ed by  the  enactments  proposed.  They  are  wholly  unatfected  by 
them;  yet,  the  minority  of  the  committee,  while  devoting  whole 
pages  to  the  development  of  dangers  and  outrages  consummated 
or  apprehended,  leave  them  without  any  suggestion  for  redress 
or  protection.  Tliey  tliink  "  the  object  aimed  at  can  be  accomp- 
lished b}"  the  adoption  of  the  series  of  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution rejected  by  the  committee,  and  now  reported  to  the 
House" — that  "  they  aiford  such  a  basis  of  an  adjustment  as  tliey 
would  all  cheerfully  accept,  with  a  strong  conviction  that,  if  the 
proposed  amendments  were  adopted  by  the  northern  States,  har- 
mony and  ]ieace  would  be  restored  to  our  people." 

Sir,  nothing  in  legislative  history  is  more  instructive  than  these 
declarations,  compared  with  the  narrative  of  wrongs  and  appre- 
hensions which  precede  them,  and  the  remedies  which  I  have 
enumerated. 

They  have  complained  that  the  right  of  transit  is  refused ;  yet 
there  is  no  proposal  that  it  be  granted. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Taylor)  heads  the  list  of 
■wrongs  in  his  report  with  the  refusal  to  protect  slaves  upon  the 
ocean  and  in  foreign  countries.  I  presume,  to  the  extent  of  in- 
ternational law,  they  are  now  so  protected  ;  but  whether  they 
are  or  not,  fliat  was  not  apparently  considered  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  justify  any  recommendation  on  the  subject;  and  the 
complaint  merely  swells  the  list  of  irritative  topics. 

The  minority  bitterly  complain  of  the  northern  hostility  to 
slavery,  the  circulation  of  incendiary  pamphlets,  the  perpetual 
appeal  through  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  the  never  ceasing  ac- 
tivity of  the  abolition  societies,  and  the  doctrine  of  the  irre- 
pressible conflict  so  much  invoked  during  the  last  few  years, 
for  the  ]>urpose  and  with  the  effect  of  heating  the  public  mind. 
If  these  complaints  be  true — if  they  are  the  causes  of  the  pre- 
sent discontent — if  they  have  shaken  the  security  of  southern 
society,  then  how  can  peace  and  harmony  be  restored  by 
measures  which  have  no  relation  to  the  cause  of  discontent 
and  ai)prehension.  If  they  have  caused  the  excitement,  which 
threaten  the  integrity  of  the  Government,  how  is  it  that  gen- 
tlemen, after  enumerating  the  grievance,  propose  to  rest  con- 
tent without  redress?  jSTo  guarantee  of  slavery  will  silence  agi- 
tation^ or  the  pulpit  or  the  press,  or  incendiary  publications,  or 
incitements  to  revolt,  or  the  organizied  invasion  of  States.  Yet, 
so  important  is  this  topic  considered,  that  one  of  the  gentlemen 
who  signed  the  minority  report,  in  default  of  adequate  proof,  ar- 
gued the  ineradicable  hostility  of  the  North  to  slavery,  and  their 
resolution  to  exterminate  it  in  spite  of  every  constitutional  guar- 
antee— even  those  which  would  "  restore  peace  and  harmony  to 
our  people"^ — because  their  party  platforms  opposed  it  and 
they  were  honorable  men,  and  therefore  must,  in  the  face  of 
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llieir  disclaimers  and  denials,  and  of  the  very  declarations  of  the 
platform  itself,  consistently  go  on  and — despite  the  Constitution 
and  contrary  to  its  provisions — attempt  to  break  u})  the  relation 
of  master  and  slave  in  the  slave  States. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  suppose  that  if,  as  the  gentleman  who  made 
that  argument  said,  they  are  honorable  men,  then  of  course  their 
word  is  to  be  taken  rather  than  the  inference  from  a  donbtfnl 
political  platform.  Political  platforms  are  entitled  to  small  re- 
spect from  any  (piarter.  They  are,  sir,  nothing  bnt  sails  spread 
to  catch  the  popnlar  breeze.  It  depends  npon  the  pilot  whether 
the  ship  shall  sail  before  the  wind,  or  close-hauled  and  in  a  dif- 
ferent direction.  Least  of  all  does  it  become  gentlemen  who  first 
agreed  that  a  territory  should  be  allowed  to  regulate  its  own  in- 
stitutions in  its  own  way,  and  then  considered  the  forcing  of  the 
'Lecompton  constitution  on  the  people  against  their  will  a  fair  ex- 
ecution of  that  policy,  to  argue  that  any  very  rigid  consistency 
between  the  platform  and  the  policy  of  a  party  is  to  be  exjjected 
in  the  course  of  political  strife;  yet  to  such  shifts  are  gentlemen 
driven  in  their  elfort  to  show — in  spite  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  of  thirty-three  and  ttieir  unanimous 
disavowal— that  tlie  northern  people  do  contemplate  disturbing 
slavery  in  the  States.  The  importance  of  retaining  that  impres- 
sion is  not  overestimated;  for  if  it  be  yielded,  the  revolutionists 
will  have  few  followers,  and  peace  and  harmony  will  be  restored 
to  our  people  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  disturb  them. 

[Tlie  following,  owing  to  interruptions,  was  not  delivered  in  th«  House  of  Rejire- 
sentatives.] 

A  more  marvelous  contrast  av/aits  us. 

Tiie  niiiiority  I'eport,  with  great  elaboration,  depicts  the  rise  of  a  purely  secfioual 
party,  determined  to  rule  the  southein  States  by  the  northern  votes,  united  by 
hostility  to  slavery  alone;  declared  that  its  triumph  reduces  the  people  of  the  South 
from  citizens  to  subjects;  and  that  by  the  late  election  the  work  of  sectionalism  was 
completed,  to  the  apprehension  of  the  ])eople  of  the  South;  and  if  that  apprehen- 
sion be  not  speedily  removed,  the  days  of  the  Republic  arc  nund)ei<:;d.  They  find 
countenance  for  this  view  in  the  South  Carolina  and  xVlabama  ordinr.nces.  Read  the 
remarkable  recital  of  the  Alabama  ordinance: 

"Whereas,  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Hannibal  Hamlin  to  the  offices  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  by  a  sectional  party,  avowedly  hfistile  to  the  domestic  insti- 
tutions and  peace  and  security  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  followiiis  upon  the  heels  of 
many  anil  dangerous  infractions  of  the  Constitution  of  he  United  States  by  many  cif  the  States  and 
people  of  the  northern  section,  is  a  political  wrong  of  so  insultirg  and  menacing  a  character  as  lo 
justify  llie  people  of  tlie  State  of  Alabama  in  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  decided  measures  for  tlieir 
future  peace  and  security." 

The  revolutionists  of  Alabama,  for  those  causes,'^ear  themselves  away  from  the 
Government;  the  minority  of  the  committee  reiterate  the  complaint,  and  leave  it 
unredressed.  They  arc  nilent  on  the  reinedy  for  the  great  f/ricva'ncr — the  accomplished 
factoi  sectional  domination — the  inauguration  of  a  party  bent  on  reducing  the  people 
of  the  South  from  citizensto  suVijects — that  great  political  wrong  of  so  "insulting  and 
menacing  a  charactei',"  the  election  of  a  President  "'by  a  seciioiial  party  avowedly 
hostile  to  the  domestic  institutions,  peace,  and  security  of  the  people"  of  the  South. 
Thejf  leave  it  unredressed — unless  a  right  to  expand  into  new  teiTitory  lie  a  compen- 
sation for  the  right  of  self  government,  or  absolute  securitj-  for  existing  rights  touching 
slavery  be  an  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  "a  voicp  in  the  tnaniigement  of  the  i:ational 
affairs,  in  which  the}'  have  a  common  interest  with  their  northern  brethren." 

Sir,  that  is  im])ossible.  We  knovv'  that  the  southern  people  and  tliose  gentlemen 
who  signed  the  report  count  the  right  of  self-government  intiiiitel^"  above  all  rights 
of  property  and  all  personal  security.  If  they  really  feared  sucli  a  domination  they 
would  spurn  accommodation  on  any  terms. 


1<5 

Sir,  tlie  miijority  imisfc  rule.  Particular  interests  will  aggregate  in  particular 
localities,  and  pai-lies  will  group  themselves  round  interests:  the  east  will  I'C  manu- 
facturing, the  west  agricnltural,  New  York  commercial,  and  Pennsylvania  interested 
in  iron  and  coil;  Alabama  will  grow  cotton,  and  Louisiana  sugar,  Virginia  will  grow 
tobacco,  wheiit  and  corn  ;  but  a  coalition  of  such  iiitereits  to  oppress  others  is  with- 
out example  in  our  history ;  and,  if  etTected,  could  be  ordy  tempoiary.  Such  a  coali- 
tion of  the  free  States  is  absolutely  absurd.  The  South  has  always  been  able  by  its 
o/ie  common  interest  to  impose  on  the  divided  Is'orth  its  policy  and  views;  the 
Kortli  has  no  bond  of  Union,  no  one  pervading  and  common  interest  so  controlling 
as  to  concentrate  its  power  and  dictate  its  policy.  It  unites  only  in  the  vegative 
interests  of  repellbn/  the  in'rufioii  of  slavery  on  its  borders.  It  never- united  for 
tliat  defensive  pui'pose  till  the  South  united  to  invade  the  domain  secured  to  it  by 
the  Jlissouri  comi)romise.  This  defensive  and  reluctant  union,  oidy  partially  ef- 
fected, is  the  pretext  for  these  exaggerated  and  sombre  pictures  of  political  subjec- 
tion. Webster  failing  to  unite  them  in  defence  of  their  interests  exclaimed,  "  there 
is  no  North."  Southern  politicians  have  created  a  North.  Let  us  trace  the  process 
and  draw  the  moral. 

The  laws  of  1850  calmed  and  closed  the  slavery  agitation  ;  arid  President  Pierce, 
elected  by  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  States,  did  not  mention  slavery  in  his 
first  two  messages.  In  1854  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  at  the  instance 
of  the  South,  reopened  the  agitation. 

Northern  men,  deserted  bj'  southern  Whigs,  were  left  to  unite  for  self  defence. 

The  invasion  of  Kansas  in  1855  and  1856,  from  Missouri;  the  making  a  Legisla- 
ture and  laws  for  that  Territory,  by  the  invaders,  still  further  united  the  northern 
people.     The  election  of  1856  measured  its  extent. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Buchanan  and  his  opening  policy  in  Kansas,  soothed  the  irri- 
tation, and  wis  rapidly  demoralizing  the  new  [)arty,  when  the  pro-slavery  part\-  in 
Kansas  perpetrated,  and  the  President  and  the  South  accepted  the  Lecompton  fraud, 
and  again  united  the  North  more  resolutely  in  resistance  to  that  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  self-government. 

The  South  for  the  tirst  time  failed  to  dictate  terras;  and  the  people  vindicated  by 
their  votes  the  refusal  of  the  constitution. 

Ere  this  result  was  attained,  the  opinions  of  certain  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
scattered  doubts  over  the  law  of  slavery  in  the  Territories;  the  South,  while  repu- 
diating other  decisions,  instantly  made  these  opinions  the  criterion  of  faithfulness  to 
the  Constitution,  while  the  North  was  agitated  by  this  new  sanction  of  the  ex- 
tremest  jiretensions  of  their  opponents. 

Ths  South  did  not  rest  satisfied  with  their  judicial  triumph. 

Immediately  the  claim  was  pressed  for  protection  by  Congress  to  slavery,  declared 
b}'  the  Supreme  Court,  they  said,  to  exist  in  all  the  Territories. 

This  completed  the  Union  of  the  free  States  in  one  great  defensive  league;  and 
the  result  was  registered  ia  November.  That  result  is  now,  itself,  become  the  start- 
ing point  of  new  agitation — the  demand  of  new  rights  and  new  guarantees.  The  claim 
to  access  to  the  Territories  was  followed  hy  the  claim  to  congressional  protection  ; 
and  that  is  now  followed  by  the  hitherto  unheard  of  claim  to  a  Consiitutioiial 
amendment  establishing  slavery,  not  mei'ely  in  territory  nov/  held,  but  in  all  here- 
after held  from  the  line  of  36°  30'  to  Cape  Horn,  while  the  debate  foreshadows  in  the 
distance  the  claim  of  the  right  of  transit  and  the  placing  of  property  in  slaves  in 
all  respects,  on  the  footing  of  other  property — the  topics  of  future  agitation.  How 
long  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  slaves  will  be  exemplified  from  the  doc- 
trine of  equality,  it  needs  no  prophet  to  tell. 

In  the  face  of  this  recital,  let  the  imputation  of  autocratic  and  tyrannical  aspira- 
tions cease  to  be  cast  on  the  people  of  the  free  States;  let  the  southern  people  dis- 
miss their  fears,  return  to  their  friendly  confidence  in  their  fellow-citizens  of  the 
north,  and  accept  as  pledges  of  returning  peace  the  salutary  amendments  of  the  law 
and  the  Constitution,  ofi'ered  as  the  first  fruits  of  reconciliation. 
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